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Introduction 

In 1974, the Telecommunications Society of Australia celebrated its centenary and that 

prompted this historic paper from Sander (1974), which summarised the formation of the 

Society and reproduced many pages 0f the original proceedings of the Telegraph Electrical 

Society of Melbourne and the Postal Electrical Society of Victoria. The author has catalogued 

the key milestones in telecommunications globally and in Australia; and overlayed the 

milestones in the development of the Society up to 1959. The timeline predates the 

introduction of paging and satellite communications and the later rollout of email, cellular and 

computer networks. Today we have the technologies of digital cellular, mobile Internet and 

social networking in most places in Australia. 

The historic paper included reproductions of the proceedings of the Society and early 

administrative information, namely minutes of meetings and office holders, which were 

covered in Part 1 (Moorhead, 2025). Of particular historical interest are the technical reports 

in these proceedings; five have been extracted here for the reader’s benefit. All the other 

administrative pages have been removed in this reproduction of the historic paper, in the 

interests of highlighting the five technical papers.  

The first paper, entitled “Novel Telegraphy in Canada”, was published in 1876. It perceptively 

described Dr Bell’s invention of the telephone as “very satisfactory” and “[it] will certainly be 

the greatest mechanical discovery since the telegraph”. 
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The second paper, entitled “Extermination of the Kelly Gang”, was published in 1880. It 

described two Posts and Telegraph personnel who attended the siege at Glenrowan. One 

bravely climbed a pole while bullets were flying to establish a telegraph connection to 

Melbourne, and the other relayed continuous updates on the situation. 

The third paper, entitled “Telegraphing the St. Leger, 1874”, documents the incredible number 

of telegraphic messages sent between the premier St. Leger horse race in Doncaster UK and 

the press in Fleet Street. 

The fourth paper, entitled “Speed of Working the Morse Instrument”, discussed the top speed 

of Morse messages on the busiest telegraph lines in New York, USA. Not to be outdone, the 

Victorian operators covering the Melbourne Cup demonstrated they could send messages at 

double that speed. 

And the fifth and final paper, entitled ‘Fighting by Telegraph’, was published in 1880. It is a 

curious article describing the fighting by operators over telegraph lines, before reliable duplex 

systems were introduced. 
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The Historic Paper 
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Page 196 
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Some of the earlier papers reproduced in 1974 

Figure 12 (p. 190). First Mention of Telephone, 1876 [originally in two columns]. 
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Figure 14 (part only, pp. 192–193). Some Interesting Extracts from the T.E.S. Journal of 1880. 

 

 
Note: Ned Kelly was a notorious Australian bushranger. In the early morning of 28 June 1880, there 

was a shoot-out at Glenrowan between police, who had arrived by train, and the Kelly “gang”. By later 

in the day, all members of the gang were dead or in custody. Ned Kelly himself was severely wounded, 

but survived to be put on trial. After conviction, he was executed (McQuilton, 1979). 
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Figure 11 (part only, p. 189). Extract from T.E.S. Journal, Vol. 2, 1875 [originally in two columns]. 
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Figure 11 (part only, p. 189). Extract from T.E.S. Journal, Vol. 2, 1875. 
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Figure 15(i) (p. 193). Fighting by Telegraph, 1876. 
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